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Halla, my nama & Shally Fortier and tis is my 13 year old son Tevin. | am speaking n opposition 10 Houss Bill

Tevin came to me In 2001 as & DCF ciild who had sufferad from years of abuse and neglect both from his birth
family as wall as lia foster famlty. Ha cama to me with many strugigles hoth amaotinnally and aducatonally.

He has aways attonded regular aducation In aclion), but was rather far hehind hio peéts it the sary yeers. Thio
tustration educationully made it dificult for him (o become accepted snclally as well. He acted out 1o gain e
attsntion of adults and othare. He did not care if he was gatling negatlve sttention, he jimt wanted lhe mltention that
he: had nol received in the firet 6 years of his Be. :

! have had him in courmeling sinas tha tander age of 8, ha has altended the Extended Day Traatmsnt progmam
afferad by the Villaga on 2 soparate accaslons, we fiave ako dana family support through Casey Famiy gerdess
a% weli ua the Vilage. He b oi modication for Meod diorder a6 wel aa for Fost Traumatle Strase Syndrome
which he wau diaghosed with In 2005, - - .
His anger and outbursts wers alwaye there, ke would muture year to yasr, but siill strugglad wih how to oaln
control over his amations as to nol lirmeelf oF others arouind him. As he graw bigges mihd etronger his outbiuirete
hecome legw fraquent, but at imes more vialent, He, 8k yoll can aee Ja o vory gand sized young man at \he age of
11. He will cortinue to become bigner and sironger and thal was whero | wirs searsd, | was scared that ena day
he would hurt me or himuelf or sameons elze bocdusa ha did not know how to channel his anger in a positive way,
I falt we had tied averything, Then ana day In late Aughist of last yoar Tevin becama vary angry and want lnto n
rage, pushing ma and hiting me and saylng really mean rotten ihings lo me. This was not the Tevin that wa ol
know apd love, bui the Tevin who cleary had no idea how o expidss hmseif in a proper manner. He wao (wadad
for degtruction, | endsd up having to call 611 en my own soa for both of aur safety.

He was taken lo Chikiren's Madiaat Center whera ha was evaluated and retined back to me later that svening. A
few days altar the inddent he had coma (o me saying that he felt he needad move help than just the theropy he
i receiving ard that hie wanted lo changa and fo make batter chatces, he Just did not know how. | flad n Famity
with Sesvice Neede patiton to the court gystem and waa lucky enough to be referrad to Wheeler Olinls and their
Family Bupporf Gantar,

The ataff at Wheeler was both profesaional, ag well as oliva to nat anly rry son, but bo me we well. They mat
with 11 saverul timies to Beo whiat program would hast fit Tevine needs. Thay deécldad to have him ba a part of the
TARGHTY program which helpe children like Tavin mansge thaie anger, mmat{ﬂnnd pak while they Improve thesc
intarparsonal skills. Tavin atlendad the 10 waaks of classan and galned veiiahle nformation 1o help Iim with
averyday life experionces that he may encalnter. The abiff was alao avalabla to me pretty mich 24 hours a day,
sevan days a week. They answared culls oin me at all hotirs of the doy and were able to halp us through a fow
mara Tatgh times, Thig prognam taught Tevin (o alow down his thinking and to fink befere reaciing to o rations,
Ho hars besn abla 1o use théss tools in school, sports and In hs avaryday life. | can mtﬂmqkﬂmﬂnlfmwm
Glinic etiough far helping put my san on @ path far duccese. Ha 18 how an hond ol shidentin the sevenih grade
and has asplrations of sltending collage and playlg epoits. His fitire ook a lot brighter In past due o tha care
and suppoit he was ghven widle aitending the Famlly Support Gardar. | Teel that this program could ol wil Mbnk
many more chifdren i the future if they ars given tha chance, Let's all fry to halp theae kics stay of the rigit s
by giving them fhe =i that thay may nued bath 51 home az wall at school, LeVs kaap childion 0ke my sot,

o, ot of the colat system 4nd ki the ctool systams becamtrg veluablo membsurs of saclaty.
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